Stories in Song

The Sleeping Place of the Stars by Ralph Ford
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The Sleeping Place of the Stars tells the story of the beauty and history of Shades Valley, located in the Appalachian mountain range.  

The city of Homewood, Alabama is also located in Shades Valley, which is why Homewood Middle School commissioned Ralph Ford to write this piece.
	


YOUR TASK: Listen to a recording of The Sleeping Place of the Stars without reading the music.  Identify when the composer switches to telling a different part of the Shades Valley story.


	Piece
Section
	Story Background
	Where does the composer switch to this section of the story?
(ex. 1:36)

	
	
	My Prediction
	Actual Switch

	Introduction
	Purpose:
· Catches the audience’s attention
· Introduces the piece to the audience
	
	

	Shades Valley
	What is the History of Shades Valley?

Before it was re-named “Homewood” and developed by people, Shades Valley was a real place.  Before people developed the land, the valley was a thick forest with many trees.  Shades Valley was largely unknown to humans.  First Nations people did not live in the valley, but occasionally ventured into the forest to hunt.  As well, Shade Valley was once considered sacred by the First Nations people in the area.
	
	

	The Valley of Darkness
	Shades Valley: Danger and Death

Because the forest was so thick, it was a dangerous place for people to go.  As a result, the First Nations people in the area did not encounter Europeans until 1802, when the land was added to the state of Mississippi.  

In the past Shades Valley had a very bad reputation – there were many stories of murdered traders and settlers, and people getting sick with deadly fevers.  The forest was so dense that First Nations guides and European traders became lost in the valley.
	
	

	Green Corn Dance
	Celebrating Spring

Shades Valley was where the First Nations performed their spring rituals, including the Green Corn Dance, which was to welcome the arrival of spring.  The Green Corn Dance was an exciting celebration that included a roaring bonfire that young girls danced around.

Because of this history, spring is still an exciting season for the city of Homewood to this day.
	
	

	Depths of Green Eternal
	The Composer’s Inspiration

The inspiration for this piece came from a poem about Shades Valley written by Ethel Armes.  In the poem, Armes says: "I have found the sleeping place of the stars. It is in Shades Valley... down, way down into the depths of Green Eternal."

The Sleeping Place of the Stars was published in 2002 and is played by bands of varying ages across North America, including marching bands, middle school and high school bands.
	
	





If this was a soundtrack, which movie would be the BEST fit?  Why?

image1.jpg




